The University of Maine

DigitalCommons@UMaine
University of Maine Alumni Magazines

University of Maine Publications

3-31-1923

Maine Alumnus, Volume 4, Number 7, March 31, 1923
General Alumni Association, University of Maine

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/alumni_magazines

Recommended Citation
General Alumni Association, University of Maine, "Maine Alumnus, Volume 4, Number 7, March 31, 1923"
(1923). University of Maine Alumni Magazines. 41.
https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/alumni_magazines/41

This publication is brought to you for free and open access by DigitalCommons@UMaine. It has been accepted for
inclusion in University of Maine Alumni Magazines by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@UMaine.
For more information, please contact um.library.spc@maine.edu.

M em ber o f the Alum ni Magazines Associated

Entered as second-class matter October 1921, at the postoffice at Augusta, Maine, under the act of March 3, 1879.

Vol. 4, No. 7

MARCH 31, 1923

Five Cents the Copy

Baxter Attacks University
President Little, Colonel Strickland and Alumni Objects of Severe Criticism in
Special Message to Legislature March 27 on Eve of Committee Report
on University Resolve
GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE
To the Honorable Senators and Rep
resentatives of the 81st Legislature:
The problem of the University of
Maine is one of the most interesting
as well as one of the most difficult of
those now before this Legislature. It
needs to be discussed without preju
dice, in a sane and reasonable man
ner. Animated solely by a desire to
solve this problem in the interests of
the whole State, and of the young
men and women of the present and
of the future who are attending and
who will attend this institution, I
have given my best thought to the
study of the situation now existing at
Orono.
The local self-interest of any par
ticular county or community should
not be allowed to dominate this ques
tion, for the entire State is represent
ed at the University and is interested
in its future. According to the 192223 catalogue the classification of the
1234 Maine students is as follows:
Androscoggin 28, Aroostook 96, Cum
berland 154, Franklin 31, Hancock 64,
Kennebec 79, Knox 30, Lincoln 20,
Oxford 47, Penobscot 389, Piscataquis
55. Sagadahoc 22, Somerset 38, Waldo
31, Washington 82, York 68. With
240 students from outside the State
the total enrollment is 1474. These
figures show 14 more students than
are accounted for in the report of the
President of the Trustees of June 30,
1922, on which my subsequent statis
tics are based. This difference, how
ever, is immaterial.
C o -O p eratio n

Needed

Honest differences of opinion as to
the University’s needs should be rec
ognized and tolerated while personal
ties and bitterness of speech should
not be indulged in. I had hoped that
the new President and the members
of the Board of Trustees, four of
whom I myself have appointed, a
fifth having been persuaded by me to
remain upon the Board after he had
tendered his resignation, would co
operate with me in a serious and de
termined effort to eliminate those
old-timed practices and antagonisms
that for a generation have been the
bane of the University. Personally, I
have done my best to work in har
mony with those in charge of this in
stitution, but their response has not
always been cordial.
In this message, I shall speak
plainly but fairly, not hesitating to
express my convictions and outline
my plans regardless of the views of
others. The crisis demands it.

Demands Upon the S tate

When the committee of Trustees
and the new President came to the
Capitol last autumn to consult with
me about their proposed budget for
1924-1925, it soon became apparent
that they came to dictate, not to dis-

DoYou

Endorse
the Governor's 14
Recommendations

1. A p p r o x im a t e ly
th e
B udget
C o m m itt e e ’s
a p p r o p r ia t io n
fo r
M a in te n a n c e w it h a n e x t r a a l l o w 
a n c e f o r r e c o n s t r u c t in g c e r t a in
F a r m B u ild in g s .
2. S u fficie n t sin u s t o r e p a ir th e
b u ild in g s e v e n t h o u g h it b e s o m e 
w h a t l a r g e r th a n th e B u d g e t c a lls
fo r.
3. M a k in g
th e
U n iv e r s it y
a
S ta te I n s t it u t io n .
4. A s s u m in g t h e d e b t o f $217,500.00.
5. A n e w b o a r d o f n in e T r u s 
t e e s w it h th e S ta te C o m m is s io n e r
o f e d u c a t i o n ns a m e m b e r e x offi c io , f o u r o f th e p r e s e n t B o a r d
t o b e r e -a p p o in t e d , th e r e m a in in g
f o u r t o b e a p p o in t e d b y th e G o v 
e r n o r , w i t h c o n s e n t o f th e C o u n c il
0. A h a lt u p o n a ll e x p a n s io n .
7. T h e
num ber
of
s tu d e n t s ,
r e g u l a r a n d s p e c ia l, t o b e lim ite d
t o 1000, e it h e r b y la w o r b y r a i s 
in g th e e d u c a t io n a l s t a n d a r d s o f
th e U n iv e r s ity .
S. E m p h a s iz in g th e im p o r t a n c e
o f A g r ic u lt u r a l C o u r s e s .
9. R e d u c t io n in th e c o s t o f e d 
u c a t io n , s o ns t o o p e n t h e U n i
v e r s i t y t o t h o s e n o t fin a n c ia lly
a b le t o a tte n d o t h e r c o lle g e s .
10. M a k in g th e U n iv e r s it y th e
B E S T and n o t n eeessar ily
th e
B IG G E S T e d u c a t io n a l in s t it u t io n
in M a in e.
11. E lim in a t io n o f p o lit ic s f r o m
th e a t m o s p h e r e o f th e U n iv e r s ity .
12. C u lt iv a t io n o f “ c o l l e g e s p ir 
i t ” a m o n g it s A lu m n i a n d U n d e r 
g ra d u a tes.
13. P l a c i n g th e U n iv e r s it y o n a
s o u n d fin a n c ia l a n d e d u c a t io n a l
b a s is , w it h a t h o r o u g h in t e r n a l r e 
o r g a n iz a t io n .
14. M a k in g It a M a in e I n s t it u 
t io n f o r M a in e b o y s a n d g ir ls .

cuss. Their attitude was unyielding
and the President of the University
made the definite statement that he
would “not cut the Budget a fraction
of a dollar.” There was no sugges(Continued on next page)

DR. LITTLE’S REPLY
“The Governor’s message of March
27 on the University of Maine criti
cising severely the University of
the past and present contains such
a wealth of misstatements and de
batable or erroneous judgements
that it seems desirable to tabulate
these as follows in the hope that
those who are really interested in
the higher education of the boys
and girls of the State of Maine will
analyze these matters carefully, and
having done so will give to the
statements of the Governor such
weight as may seem due to them,”
said Dr. Clarence C. Little, presi
dent of the University of Maine, in
a statement issued Tuesday in reply
to Governor Baxter’s message on the
University.
List of M isstatem ents

1. Commenting on a statement
which I made in Washington con
cerning his attitude, the Governor
says “no one over four months ago
had the right to make the statements
referred to.” I made the statement
on the Governor's own written word
in a letter to me of October 18, 1922,
"I could not go before the Legisla
ture and ask for the appropriation
that you request,” and further “ the
present is not a time for expansion
but rather for retrenchment.”
2. The program laid out by the
President and Trustees, submitted
to this Legislature is one of expan
sion. I can best bring out the fal
lacy of this statement by an analogy.
The present University is in a con
dition materially, like that of a man
wasted by consumption. The re
quest before the present Legislature
is the first step in bringing this man
back to his normal weight. If this
is expansion, it is of a peculiar sort.
3. The Governor
predicts that
within five years the University of
Maine will number at least 2000
students. This is not in accord with
the stated policy which the trustees
and I have adopted. If it is true
that there are 2000 boys and girls
in the State or Maine fitted to receiv e and profit by college education
of the highest grade, I do not believe
that this or any other Legislature
will desire to deny them the oppor
tunity. I very much doubt whether
the enrollment will exceed 1100 boys
and 5 0 girls even should all of the
material opportunity to expand that
we ask for be given. The policy is
to raise the standards, and a marked
beginning has been made in this di
rection already
,

(Continued on page 81)
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(G o v e rn o r’s Message Continued)

tion of any willingness to listen
to
the views of others equally interested
with them in the University's welfare.
Moreover, the positive announcement
was made at this meeting by the
President of the Trustees that unless
every one of their demands was com
plied with that most, if not all, of the
Board of Trustees would resign.
Such ultimatums are not conducive
to mutual understanding.
I also deeply regret that the Presi
dent of the University should have
allowed himself to make a public "Ut
terance in Washington, on November
23, 1922, six weeks before the Legis
lature convened, and seven weeks be
fore the Budget Committee of which
the Governor is Chairman made
its
report, that the Governor of Maine
was opposed to proper appropriations
for the University and that it would
be necessary to carry them over his
veto. At the conference referred to
I had listened patiently to the de
mands of the President and the
Trustees for appropriations that tot
alled $$1,387,012.55, and my only com
ment was that I did not see how the
State could afford such an outlay and
hoped that the figures could be
re
vised without crippling the proper ac
tivities of the institution. Since the
Washington incident referred to, both
the Presidents, of the University and
of the Trustees, frequently have in
dulged in similar unwarranted ut
terances, and although at all times I
have been ready to confer with them,
they have not cared to discuss with
me, the University’s affairs. It may
be that I shall disapprove some of the
appropriations asked for, but that
does not mean that I shall disapprove
"proper” ones, and certainly no one
over four months ago had the right
to make the statements referred to.
S ta te ’s Educational Problem

The welfare of the young people at
Orono is of such importance that re
gardless of these incidents, I ap
proach the problem unbiased, and
with a desire to determine what are
the real needs of the University and
to what extent the State is able to
meet them.
No one more than the
present Governor has at heart
the
welfare of this institution, and
I
yield to no one in my desire to give
our Maine boys and girls a good start
in life. However, I not only am re
sponsible for the welfare of the 1460
young people at Orono (President of
Trustees report, June 30, 1922)
but
also am deeply concerned with the
welfare of the 237,972 other boys and
girls of school age, who live within
our State. It is right for us to be in
terested in the 6- 10ths of one per
cent, of our young people attending
our State University, but the other
ninety-nine and 4-10ths per cent, at
least are entitled to equal considera
tion. You represent, and I am Gov
ernor of, all the people and our v i
sion should be State-wide.
The University of Maine never has
been held in check; it has outgrown it
self; it has outgrown the ability of the
State to properly provide for it. This
is the root of its troubles. Year by
year, deliberately and regardless of
consequences, those in charge of the
University in the past have expanded
its activities. They seem to have been
imbued with a desire to make the Uni
versity the BIGGEST educational in
stitution in the State, while there is
but slight evidence that they sought to
make it the BEST.
Their hopes for
the University have rested upon false
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foundations, the consequence being
that the students now within its walls
are suffering from the errors of those
who formerly were entrusted with its
management.
These students, as well as the tax
payers of the State, are paying the
price of ambitions that were not based
upon enduring principles. My ambi
tion for the University of Maine is to
have it aim to be the BEST institution
in the State and that goal I constantly
shall have before me. No other is
worth striving for.
What Can Maine Afford?
The fundamental problem before us
is, how much can the State of Maine
afford to expend in giving higher edu
cation to the 1460 young people at
Orono, 1270 of whom live in Maine and
190 of whom come from beyond our
borders.
What portion of the total
amount of money that the State raises
for educational purposes shall be de
voted to giving college courses to this
comparatively small percentage of our
young people? What is fair to those
boys and girls who remain at home on
the farm and who work in the fac
tories, on whom a very considerable
share of the State’s burden of luxation
is now resting? In urging appropria
tions for the University we should not
overlook the fact that today taxes in
Maine are onerous, that many of our
farms are heavily mortgaged and that
it is becoming increasingly difficult for
the Maine farmer to meet his tax obli
gations. When thousands of farmers
are obliged to lay by out of their hardearned money the small sums of $5 and
$10 at a time to build up a fund to
pay their taxes, oftentimes being
forced to borrow similar small amounts
to pay the tax collector on the last day
of grace, it means that some attention
should be given to their relief.
The total amount of money raised
by the State for schools in 1922 under
the 3 1-3 mill tax was $2,125,844.04. In
that year the State Budget Committee
recommended an appropriation for the
State University of $277,300.38, an
amount equal to 13% of all the money
raised under the mill tax to provide for
the 4788 schools and 237,972 school
children scattered all over this State.
In 1923 the total amount of money to
be raised from this mill tax will
amount to $2,242,559.14, while the
University now is demanding of this
Legislature an annual appropriation of
$693,506.27, this being one-half of the
total for the two years of $1 387.012.55.
Instead of 13% as recommended in 1921,
the University now demands an annual
amount equal to 30 9-10 per cent of the
total funds that are to be available in
1923 for the 4788 schools and 237,972
children referred to. Furthermore it is
stated that if the Governor raises his
hand in warning and the money is not
forthcoming, the appropriation will be
carried over his veto, and failing in
this, several, if not all, of the Board
of Trustees will resign. These figures
and this situation require no comment.
State Aid Comparisons
For purpose of comparison I call
your attention to the fact that for the
fiscal year of 1923 the State appropriat
ed for 38 private hospitals and other
charitable institutions the sum of $183,500.00, and for the 34 private academ
ies the sum of $54,260.00; a total of
$237,750.00. These 72 institutions com
bined received less than what was
given to the University in 1922, the
latter amount having been $280,957.58.
The Budget Committee of 1921 rec
ommended a total appropriation of
$558,257.00 for the University for the
two fiscal years of 1922 and 1923, while
the Budget Committee of 1923 recom-
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mended $701,678.00 or a 121/2% increase
for the fiscal years 1924 and 1925.
The State always has been liberal to
this institution. In 1902 it gave it
$40,000; in 1912, $115,000; in 1922,
$280,957.57; while in 1925, $693,506.27
is demanded. This latter figure repre
sents an increase in one year of 246%.
The total amount the State has given
to the University is $3,233,014. These
millions represent the State’s invest
ment in higher education and that in
vestment must be conserved.
I give
these figures to offset the charges that
the State has been parsimonious in its
support of the University.
L im i t N u m b e r of Students

It probably will be generally ad
mitted that the State never can a f
ford, and some will hold that it
would not be desirable, to provide a
college education for every boy and
girl in the State. How many young
people in Maine need a college educa
tion is problematical, but how many
the State can afford to educate is not
problematical.
Apart from these
questions however I believe that
taking conditions as they exist, the
State without unduly burdening itself
can maintain a well-equipped, highgrade University of from 900 to 1,000
students and that such an institution
would be a credit to the State Be
yond this point the State at present
should not go. This can be brought
about in one of two ways: either
this Legislature can establish 1,000
students as a maximum for the Uni
versity or the scholarship require
ments can be raised to accomplish
the
desired results. Such action
would meet with the general approval
of thoughtful citizens. You and I
face a very practical problem. Un
less this, or some succeeding Legis
lature or the Board of Trustees have
the foresight and courage to take the
initiative, I predict that within five
years the University of Maine will
number at least 2,000 students. Con
ditions then would become even more
unbeatable than they are at present.
Expansion P rogram

The program laid out by the presi
dent and trustees and submitted to
this Legislature is one of expansion.
The expenses of the University have
increased rapidly. One item, that of
salaries, shows an increase for 1923
over 1922 of $32,610.00. The teaching
forces are constantly increasing, 24
new: teachers being called for in the
University’s latest Budget estimates.
The payroll of last September shows
the employment of 30 persons in the
Administration Department, 53 in the
College of Arts and Sciences, 21 in
the College of Agriculture, 37 in that
of Technology, 50 in the Experiment
Station, 46 in the Extension Service
and 186 others on the regular weekly
payroll. These make a total of 424
persons receiving salaries at this in
stitution. This gives some idea of
the University's present obligations.
If conditions are allowed to continue
on their present course, unchecked,
the University of Maine will soon be
come a burden too heavy for the tax
payers to bear.
It is apparent that those who in the
past have had charge of the Univer
sity have sought to imitate the great
universities of the wealthy middle
western states. This accounts for its
having lived beyond its means. As
the
president of the University
frankly stated at the conference al
ready referred to, the institution un
der his charge is approximately but
60% efficient. I maintain that such a
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state of affairs is deplorable and be
fore I retire from the office of Gov
ernor I hope the University of Maine
will be placed on a secure foundation,
with the number of its students
limited, all of them well housed and
well taught, and with every branch of
its activities working well within a
comfortable margin of safety. Today
this institution is an overgrown
school, improperly nourished, with
both its teaching force and its stu
dent body working under difficulties.
Its trustees and friends feel under
pressure to plan in every way to ob
tain increasingly large sums of
money from the .State Treasury, and
in doing this they often have felt
obliged to resort to political influ
ences in order to keep the Univer
sity’s head above water.
Bates, Bowdoin and Colby

Bates College, with its tuition of
$150.00 expends $310.00 a year to
educate each student. It has 9 ad
ministrative
officers and 30 in
structors and teachers, and an en
rollment of 587 students. Bowdoin
with the same tuition has 31 officers
and instructors and 450 students and
spends $434.00 per student per year.
Colby with a factulty of 31, tuition at
$120 00 and 505 students, spends
$300.00 per student per year. Every
reasonable economy is practiced in
all three of these colleges and there
are none in the country that give
young men and young ’ omen a fairer
start in life than Bates, Bowdoin
and Colby. The University of Maine
with tuition of $125.00 for Maine
students and $195.00 for those from
other states, spends $495.00 per
student, and has 142 in its faculty
and administration. Based on a pro
portionate student population the
University of Maine has ten students
for every teacher while Bates has
fifteen, Bowdoin fourteen and onehalf and Colby sixteen. The cost of
educating a student at Orono is 42%
g reater than the average cost of
$348.00 at the three colleges herein
named. When these figures are con
sidered in connection with the state
ment made by the President of the
University that Bates is 75% effici
ent, Bowdoin 90% and Colby 70%,
while his own institution is but 60%
efficient, it shows that something
must be wrong when the least effi
cient 60% institution costs 42% more
per student per year.
S tate N orm al

Schools

The State of Maine conducts five
normal schools, in which are enrolled
1,020 students and appropriates $180,000.00 per year for their operation
and maintenance.
This averages
$176.00 per student per year and rep
resents the entire income, as
no
tuition is charged. All bills are paid
out of this $180,000 00 and the five in
stitutions always are in comfortable
circumstances. There would seem to
be no good reason why the financial
conditions of the University of Maine
should not at least approximate those
of our colleges and normal schools, all
of which are well managed and are
a credit to the State.
E nd o w m ent

Funds — In tern al
organization

Re

In estimating the amount to be
paid by the State as an annual , ap
propriation, it is interesting to figure
the State’s contribution as though it
were interest paid to the University
on an endowment fund. This furn
ishes a basis of comparison with in
stitutions like Bates, Bowdoin and
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Colby, which receive no State aid and
are dependent upon income from
their endowments. An annual ap
propriation of $250,000.00 would re
present the interest at 5 per cent, on
an endowment fund of $5,000,000. The
endowment funds of the three col
leges referred to amount to $5,136,560.00 and the total income therefrom
amounts to $204,029.00. Consequently
the University of Maine with $250,000.00 per year from the State would
receive more than the three other
colleges combined, and what would
equal the interest at 5 per cent, on an
endowment fund of $5,000,000.00. With
the additional aid it receives from the
Federal Government it should be able
to educate 1460 students where the
other three colleges combined with
out Federal Aid are educating 1542.
These comparisons are interesting. As
has been stated the University also
receives large sums from the United
States government, a source of
in
come not available for our other in
stitutions and which should be suf
ficient to provide the extra equipment
needed for its technical courses. From
these figures I believe it properly can
be deduced that it is unwise to con
tinue paying large sums into the
University’s treasury until there is a
general reconstruction of its educa
tional and financial program. The
entire situation at Orono needs to be
thoroughly revised by those who
earnestly desire to have this institu
tion placed upon a sure foundation.
Is U n iv e rs ity Justified?

The figures m the preceding para
graphs do not furnish a strong argu
ment for lavish support of a State
University.
Such support would be
justifiable if the University brought
a college education within the reach
of boys and girls who could not afford
to go to other Maine colleges. In the
case before us however it costs more
to educate our young people at Orono
than it costs at any one of the three
private colleges in the State,
and
they receive less in return for the
money spent upon them according to
the University President’s own fig
ures.
Politics

It is unfortunate that the atmos
phere at Orono should be permeated
with politics. This produces an un
wholesome effect upon the minds of
the students, and gives them a false
impression not only of their own im
portance but of public affairs in gen
eral. Not long ago the University
paper was used as a medium
for
political advertisements and in its
columns candidates seeking office
pledged to the University liberal
sums of the taxpayers money. It was
apparent that the purpose of
this
advertising was to influence
the
students and through them the voters
in their families at home to support
those candidates who made the most
alluring promises. This occurred not
withstanding the fact that on Jan
uary 20, 1922, the Board of Trustees
passed a vote the purpose of which
was to confine to the Trustees
the
University’s activities throughout the
Legislative session.
The Trustees
sought to avoid the unpleasant ex
periences of the Legislative session of
1921, when the Alumni Associations of '
the University became very active in
carrying on an unfortunate propa
ganda. The vote of the Trustees re
ferred to was as follows:
"On motion duly made and second
ed it was voted that all matters per-
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taining to the presentation of appro
priation bills to the next Legislature
be handled exclusively by the Trust
ees of the University and that this
section be conveyed to the Alumni
Association and student body in the
proper way."
O u t-o f-S tate

Students

As has been stated, the last annual
report showed an enrollment of 1460
students not including 168,who were
taking special courses. 190, or 13 per
cent of the regular students come
from outside the State of Maine. The
tuition of out-of-State students
is
fixed at $195.00 per year and the
cost of educating them is $495.00. This
means that the State pay $57,000.00
a year for this item alone. It would
seem inadvisable for the State to be
burdened with this large expense
when its own sons and daughters are
not being properly cared for. There
is an advantage, of course, in having
a certain number of students from
other States, but this situation needs
attention for there is no logic in the
State’s continuing this practice. Outof-State students at least should be
self-supporting.
There are many details in connec
tion with the business management
of the institution which, if attended
to, would effect large savings and
here is a wide field for the exercise of
good sound business
judgment. In
fact, if the University is to be *the
institution we all want it to be, one
in which we all can take pride,
its
affairs need a thorough internal re
organization.
President— Full T im e

1 believe the management of an
institution of 1460 students—1628
with the "Specials” —is of sufficient
moment to require the undivided at
tention of its president. It should
not be necessary for him or for the
president of the trustees to travel
about the State attending legislative
hearings and carrying on what may
be called propaganda in order that
the University may obtain what it
actually needs. This, of course, is
very different from informing the
people as to what the University is
doing and stimulating an interest in
higher education, both of which are
desirable and form a part of the
duties of college authorities.
It would mean much to the entire
State if the University’s situation
could be clarified for it is not helpful
to have the Legislature biennially
torn by dissensions between those
who have the University’s welfare at
heart, but who honestly differ as to
what should be done to properly
maintain it.
Economies to Be Practiced

As an example of expenditures
that in my opinion are not justifiable,
is the $6,000 per year appropriated in
order that the president may carry
on certain experiments upon several
thousand rats and mice. Apart from
the fundamental difference of opin
ion as to the value or propriety of
such work, and I protested against it
from the beginning, I believe these
experiments will not be approved
generally, at least while the financial
affairs of the University are in their
present
unsatisfactory
condition.
Also a considerable saving can be
made in eliminating certain courses
that are not well attended, and in
consolidating the work of certain
professors and instructors whose
teaching hours per week are below
(Continued on page SO)
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Editorial
The Governor's
Message

It is the policy of THE
M A I N E

ALUMNUS to present to its
readers the events which are
shaping the destiny of the
University. The present crisis
facing the institution at the
hands of the State Legislature
can be no better illustrated
than by devoting this entire is
sue to reprinting in full the Gov
ernor’s message _of March 27,
President Little’s reply thereto,
and the complete report of the
debate on the floor of the
House of Representatives fol
lowing the recommendation of
the Committee on Education
that $895,000 be appropriated
for the University in place of
the $1,300,000 requested.
Dr. Little has replied to many
of the Governor’s misstate
ments.
Those affecting the
alumni demand additional treat
ment.
We deny that the carrying of
a paid political advertisement in
the March-April ALUMNUS vi
olated the vote taken by the
Board of Trustees January 20,
1922, in relation to the presenta
tion of appropriation bills to the
Legislature.
We deny the inference that
the ALUMNUS, published by
the General Alumni Association,
is the “ University paper.”
We regret the unfairness with
which the Governor views the
“ loyalty” of the alumni, who to
be “ loyal” must be in entire
agreement with his point of
view.
The Governor states that he
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views “ with some misgivings
the campaign of advertising re
cently launched by the Universi
ty authorities in the daily pa
pers.” We respectfully suggest
that the Governor read the
statement at the bottom of each
advertisement, which
states:
“ This is one of a series of talks
prepared by the University of
Maine Alumni Memorial Fund
Committee to tell the Alumni,
Alumnae, Former Students and
Friends of the University of its
past accomplishments, present
needs, and future plans in order
that they may be well informed
before they are asked to contrib
ute to the fund for a Gymnasi
um-Armory to be built in mem
ory of the forty-one Maine men
who died in the service of their
country.
414 Eastern Trust
Building, Bangor, Maine.”
After reading the evidence
presented in this paper we be
lieve that every reader can de
termine who is “ animated sole
ly by a desire to solve this prob
lem in the interests of the whole
State” and who can discuss the
needs of the University “ with
out prejudice, in a sane and rea
sonable manner.”
(G o v e rn o r’s Message C ontinued)

what reasonably can be expected of
them.
Budget E stim ates

It should not be overlooked that
the institution actually has lived
within the appropriation that the
State made for it two years ago, for
at the end of the year it had a cur
rent operating surplus of $12,163.12.
Notwithstanding the statement made
by the President of the Board of
Trustees in his annual report that
the “ utter inadequacy of the State’s
appropriation forced the University
administration to drastic and stingy
methods,” I believe that apart from
the necessary repairs on the build
ings, the University ought to be able
to live very close to the figures given
in the 1923 Budget report.
Repairs on Buildings

Extensive repairs on the University
buildings are needed for they must
be put into proper condition.
It
would seem to be in accord with
sound business judgment immediate
ly to repair those buildings, as they
are alleged to be in deplorable con
dition, before planning the erection
of new ones. The attitude of the
University’s president toward these
repairs is shown by a remark made
by him at our last conference. After
urging an appropriation for new
buildings he stated that “ the repair
of buildings is of least importance.”
With such a view I am not in accord.
“ College” S p irit

There is one phase of this State
University problem that is difficult
to explain. Those connected with a
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State educational institution, es
pecially its alumni, seem to lack the
cooperative spirit that accomplishes
so much for privately owned insti
tutions. An institution of the latter
type when in debt naturally calls
upon its loyal alumni to rally to its
support, and seldom does its appeal
fail. A college or a university debt of
almost any proportions can be wiped
out in a very few months, or an en
dowment easily can be secured if the
right spirit prevails. In a State
owned University (for all practical
purposes the one we are discussing
is a State institution) it is impossible
to arouse any favorable response
when the suggestion is made that its
alumni join together and pay off the
debt or raise an endowment. In fact
the Committee of Trustees and the
President who interviewed me re
fused to entertain any such sugges
tion, stating as a reason for their
refusal that it is a State institution
and everything, even the debt, must
be paid from the public treasury.
Such lack of “ college” spirit is dis
heartening. If the the alumni of
the University of Maine wished to do
so, they soon could pay off the debt
and in addition thereto could raise a
substantial endowment. This insti
tution recently received a bequest of
$250,000 and no doubt others will be
forthcoming, all of which will help
to relieve the pressure under which
it is laboring. I believe the Uni
versity of Maine has a bright future
in its alumni, and those in charge of
its affairs, including this Legislature,
will take the necessary steps to put
the institution on a right basis.
A d vertisin g

I have viewed with some misgiv
ings the campaign of advertising re
cently launched by the University
authorities in the daily papers. It
seems to me that such a program
lacks dignity and detracts from the
prestige of the University. The best
advertisement for this University is
the young men and women it has
sent and is sending out into the
world. The ordinary forms of adver
tising are out of place here, and I
cannot understand why the Univer
sity needs a full-time publicity man.
Its students, its alumni and its rec
ord speak for it more eloquently than
' can any propaganda no matter how
skilfully conducted. The other col
leges in the State do not feel such a
need.
M a k e it S ta te In stitu tio n

Strictly speaking the University is
not a State institution, but if those
connected with it and this Legislature
will undertake the task of lifting it
out of its present difficulties I should
favor establishing it as a full fledged
State Institution. In such an event I
should be willing for the State to as
sume the outstanding debt amounting
to $217,500.00
N e w Trustees

If the University is to be taken
over by the State, the Governor and
Council should be directed to appoint
a new Board of Trustees and in order
that the services of experienced
members may be retained it would be
wise to provide that four members of
the present Board be reappointed, the
appointment of the four other Trust
ees to be entirely in the disc retion of
the appointing power. It would be
well to have the State Commissioner
of Education a member ex-officio and
this would give the University nine
Trustees. If this is to be made
a
new institution, owned and controlled
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by the State, it should start its ca
reer unhampered by any traditions
of the past and Trustees should be
appointed who really have at heart
its future welfare.
A gricu ltu re

Im p o rta n t

The people of Maine are by ho
means unanimous in their support of
the institution as it is at present
conducted. I believe, however, they
will support it once they become con
vinced that the University is
to be
carried on both in a liberal spirit and
in a practical and economical manner.
Established as an Agricultural school,
it unfortunately has allowed
this
branch of its work to become the
least important of its activities with
approximately 20 per cent, of
its
students taking agricultural courses.
In the years gone by, the farmers of
the State always could be depended
upon to rally to the support of
the
Maine State College, but gradually
our farmers have become convinced
that agriculture is of minor import
ance at Orono, and that the teaching
of farming is of small moment there.
Their interest in its welfare is on the
wane, but if new life can be infused
into its agricultural courses, I believe
the farmers of the State will be
greatly encouraged. Certain
improvements in the farm buildings
are needed, and although not called
for in the Budget, I believe some appropreation should be made for their
rebuilding.
The School of Technology stands
well among similar schools in the
country and I believe we have reason
to be satisfied with what it has done.
It may be urged that there is no need
of the College of Arts and Sciences,
as we already have three such col
leges in this State. If the whole plan
of the University was to be revised
it might be desirable to have its
courses limited to those that deal
with Agricultural and Technical
sciences. However, this matter
is
settled and it is not advisable
to
make any change other than to pro
portionately reduce the number
of
students taking the Arts and Science
courses, so that the total of the
three colleges may come within the
limit that has been suggested. Spe
cial efforts need to be made to raise
the Agricultural courses up to the
position of prominence and import
ance to which they are entitled.
No Expansion

As to expansion, in my opinion, the
people of the State will not look with
favor upon the plans of some of the
University’s ambitious friends,
to
add to its already overburdened cur
riculum a school of medicine and a
Teacher’s college. The closing of the
Law school relieved the situation
considerably and this is no time to
think of new buildings, new courses,
or new colleges. We should assimi
late what we already have before
taking on anything new.
I hope the errors of the past may
not be repeated, that dissensions may
be forgotten, realities faced and dif
ficulties overcome. This all can be
accomplished if the right spirit pre
vails.
We are representatives of all the
people of the State of Maine. One of
our duties is to prepare the young
men and women and the boys and
girls who are growing up in
our
midst to meet the problems of life.
We have a great opportunity
to
take a step forward in settling this
University problem, and although it
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is late in the session it is not too late
for action.
Fourteen Points

In conclusion, I summarize the rec
ommendations
contained
in this
message. These are offered as one
complete program, and I do not rec
ommend the adoption of some of
them and the elimination of others. I
favor:
1. Approximately the Budget Com
mittee’s appropriation for Mainten
ance with an extra allowance for re
constructing certain Farm Buildings.
2. Sufficient sums to repair the
buildings even though it be somewhat
larger than the Budget calls for.
3. Making the University a State
Institution.
4. Assuming the debt of $217,500.00.
5. A new board of nine Trustees
with the State Commissioner of Ed
ucation as a member ex-officio, four
of the present Board to be re-ap
pointed, the remaining four to be ap
pointed by the Governor, with
con
sent of the Council.
6. A halt upon all expansion.
7. The number of students, regular
and special, to be limited to 1000,
either by law or by raising the educa
tional standards of the University.
8. Emphasizing the importance of
Agricultural Courses.
9. Reduction in the cost of educa
tion, so as to open the University to
those not financially able to attend
other colleges.
10. Making the University the
BEST and not necessarily the BIG
GEST educational institution
In
Maine.
11. Elimination of politics from the
atmosphere of the University.
12. Cultivation of “college spirit”
among its Alumni and Undergradu
ates.
13. Placing the University on a
sound financial and educational basis,
with a thorough internal reorganiza
tion.
14. Making it a Maine Institution
for Maine boys and girls.
Respectfully submitted
PERCIVAL P. BAXTER
Governor of Maine
(D r . L it t le ’s Reply Continued)

4. The Governor states that the
educational cost per student at
Bates College is $310. I have a let
ter from the Treasurer of Bates
College stating in effect that the
instruction cost would be nearer
$800.
5. The Governor states that the
instruction cost at Bowdoin is $434.
I have a letter from the Treasurer of
Bowdoin stating that the instruction
cost is $560.—another gross error in
the Governor’s statement.
6. The Governor states that the
cost per student at the University
of Maine is $495. The representative
of the State Auditor’s Office at the
University states the cost to be
$318. If we were to take the College
of Arts and Sciences at the University alone, the cost per student is
probably in the neighborhood of
$313.—infinitely smaller than that
of Bates and Bowdoin, both of
which are similar colleges.
7. The Governor states that $6000
per year is appropriated in order that
I may carry on certain biological experiments. The truth is that $3000 per
year is so appropriated and that the
Carnegie Institution, at Washington, is
at present supplementing this by a
grant of $1500 for the same purpose.

The Governor’s careful scrutiny of
facts appears to have missed the point.
8. The Governor states that he pro
tested against my carrying on these,
experiments “from the beginning.’’
From the very outset I made it per
fectly clear to the trustees, and they
in turn to the Governor, that the op- ”
portunity to do this work was one of
the conditions on which I came. - My
object in this was, I felt, that the pres
ident of a university should try to be
a productive scholar in order that he“
might understand his faculty and try,
in possibly a humble way, to inspire
his students to do something of a cre
ative nature. The Governor’s attitude
on this is, however, no narrower than
much which is to follow.
9. In urging the repair of buildings
as o f the greatest importance, the Gov-_
ernor intimates that I placed the new ,
buildings above this item. The Gov-"
ernor does not state that I had regard
ed the repair of buildings as secondary
to giving to the boys and girls a first
class education by the purchase of „
equipment and by enlarging the faculty
to a proper point. In view of this his
utterances amount to a misstatement.
10. The Governor criticises the ad
vertising launched by university au
thorities and labels it as undignified.
In this he is pitting his personal judgment against that of a committee of
loyal alumni who planned and have
raised the money to pay for the ad
vertisements. The statement that they
were launched by university authori
ties is misleading. We did urge the
alumni to be active in supporting their
university and they, and they alone,
desire to be held responsible for the
advertisements in question.
11. The Governor questions the need
of a full time publicity man for the
university. So do I, and I do not know
that they have him.
12. The Governor belittles the ag
ricultural activities of the university.
I do not believe that the farmers of
the State from their farms or through
the voice of their representatives in.
the Legislature will support his asser-.
tion that “gradually our farmers have
become convinced that agriculture is of.
minor importance at Orono.’ At the
university, knowing the truth of the.
situation. We are ready and willing to
abide by any; verdict that the" greatbody of farmers in the State may care
to render. We have played fair with
them, done our best with the antiquated,
equipment provided, and we believe
they appreciate our efforts.
13.
The Governor "states that the
school of technology “stands well,
among similar schools in the country
and I believe we have reason to be
satisfied with what it has done.” In
this he pits his personal opinion,
backed by the full w eight of his
office, against an expert in tech-nology of national reputation, who,
after careful personal survey has re ported that our engineering school is.
at about 60 per cent, of its proper
efficiency.
Errors of Judgm ent

1.
The Governor contrasts 237,973boys and girls-of school age within
the State of Maine with those of col
lege age. This gives him a large
number to juggle with and to make
the University enrollment appear
small. The interesting comparison
would, be, those of college or university age. Futhermore, by his own]
statement, the value of the Univer
sity should not be measured by the
numbers of its students in relation to,
other scholars in the State but in the
excellence of their training.
(-Continued on page 84)
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House Accepts Report of $895,000
Wednesday morning, March
28, the Legislative Committee
on Education made its report
recommending that an appropri
ation of $895,000 be substituted
for the original resolve appro
priating $1,300,000 for the Uni
versity of Maine for the next
two years.
Representative Perkins
of
Orono led the fight by proposing
the substitution of the original
resolve for the Committee re
port. After a warm debate a
yea and nay vote was taken, the
proponents for the original re
solve losing 71 to 73.
The remarks of the speakers
were as follows:
Mr. PERKINS of Orono: Mr.
Speaker and members of the 81st
Legislature: I wish at this time to
make a motion, and that motion is
this: that I sincerely hope that this
House will vote to substitute the
original bill for the report, and I de
sire to say of this time that it is with
no feeling of antagonism on my
part that I make this statement. I
think that this House, and the State,
owes to that committee on education
a vote of thanks, because I consider
that they have performed the duties
that were laid upon them to the best
of their ability and their judgment.
That committee has investigated,
and has been in executive session,
and given a great deal of time and
consideration to that matter, but I
do not think that I would be true to
the oath of office I took here on the
1st of January if I should sit here
and allow this Legislature to pass
upon the act without having a few
words to say upon the subject, be
cause I live within the limits of that
institution.
We feel a great interest in that in
stitution and I feel at this time that
I am qualified, not from an edu
cational standpoint but from a
practical standpoint, to speak upon
this subject. We at this time in the
State of Maine, are at the corner of
the cross-roads, so to speak. We
have to decide here in the 81st Leg
islature whether or not the boys and
girls of this State, the boys and girls
who are the sons and daughters of
the poor people like you and I, are
going to have equal advantages of
education with the sons and daugh
ters of the rich. It is never the chil
dren of the rich that are concerned
whenever any educational measure is
up for consideration, but it is the chil
dren of the poor men of this State
that have got to be considered in this
matter, and considered fully and well.
If we accede to the recommenda
tions of this committee, it simply
means a curtailment in the curricu
lum of that institution and that we
have got to drop 150 boys and girls
from that university; and that we
have got to say to the world, "Gen
tlemen, we put a ban upon education
in the State of Maine, and only a
certain few can be educated in that
great State institution." It is a
State institution, an institution of

the State of Maine, and I believe
that every man within the hearing
of my voice believes that it is a State
institution. Today we are faced with
that problem of deciding whether the
• motto of the State of Maine— "Dirigo”
— “I lead”—is no longer true, or
whether we are going to advance
with the progress of the world.
The University of Maine has been
upon the rack, so to speak, for a
number of years. There is an honest
difference of opinion, and I respect
an honest difference of opinion. The
question to decide right here is
whether or not we are going to be
drawn between the conflicting ques
tions of the tax rate of this State or
whether we are going to legislate
wisely. We have legislated in this
session, as we do in every legislature,
upon everything from a housecat to
a corn borer, but this morning we are
called upon to consider a very impor
tant matter, and I should like to read
to you a few testimonials in regard
to what some men of this State have
to say regarding education in the
State of Maine. First I will quote
from a speach of His Excellency on
November 16th, 1921, at the Univer
sity of Maine:
"I am confident that it is the wish
of the people of the State of Maine
that this institution should proceed
along broad, liberal lines and should
continue to do the work in the future
that it has done in the past. It is
growing every year. Its needs are
greater and I feel that I have the
right to say to you here in behalf of
the people of the State of Maine, that
they are going to continue their loyal
and generous support, that they are
goi ng to stand behind you in what
ever you need.
"I want to see the financial condi
tion of this institution placed upon
a sound and enduring basis. I want
to see this institution removed from
the necesity of leaving some of its
buildings in their present unsatis
factory condition. In other words, I
want to see the strain removed so
that you can proceed along the road
to the future without embarrassment
of financial questions.
“I know what it means to a great
many of you young men and women
to come here, to the University of
Maine. I know that many of you
make sacrifices to come here and
that those who live at home make
sacrifices in order that you m ay come
here. I tell you it is worth while to
have a group of young men and
women who are willing to make
sacrifices and who are willing to
work for an education and that bodes
well for the future of the State of
Maine.
"This institution is in every respect
a State institution and although the
Governor has many institutions under
his care and has many responsibilities placed upon him I assure you
there is no institution or no re
sponsibilities which he welcomes
more than that which comes to him
as in a sense the head of this splen
did University.
“I want to assure you that I shall
work with you, shall work with the
board of trustees, and the members
of the faculty in doing everything
I can to continue this institution as
a splendid State institution in which
there are about 1200 young people
from our own State and 200 from our
neighboring states."

Gentleman, that is good enough for
me, when the Governor makes that
statement.
Now President Arthur J. Roberts of
Colby College made this declaration
on Saturday, March 24th, at the 42d
annual reunion and dinner of the Bos
ton Colby Alumni Association at the
City Club:
“If there isn’t room in the colleges
for the students who apply for admis
sion for goodness sake let’s have more
colleges.” And he declared, gentlemen,
that he himself would have been ex
cluded from the college if the limit
ation system had been in operation in
his day.
The buildings of the University of
Maine are in a very seriously delapidated condition. Every year we have
been told to bear with the State in its
heavy tax rate and that by so doing
the time would arrive when we would
be rewarded; and we have listened to
that, but today we are stripped right
down to the running gear, so to speak
and it simply means a curtailment
and that we shall pay to the people
of the State of Maine and to the
world at large, “there is a limit.” How
do you know but what your boy or
your girl might be the thousand-andfirst child that would be denied the
privileges of an education in that in
stitution? The other colleges of the
State already have all they can carry.
The average cost of the University of
Maine is $365 per pupil instead of
$495 as has been quoted. At Bates it
has been quoted at $310 but the treas
urer assures us that the average cost
is $800. At Bowdoin it has been quot
ed at $434 but the treasurer assures
us that it is $560.
Now, I can stand here and talk to
you until the "cows come home” but
I do not believe that there is any
need. I believe there is an honest dif
ference of opinion. I believe that you
want the boys and girls in that insti
tution today, to know that the law
makers here in Augusta stand with
them; and I believe that if the State
has come to the stage where we are
going to have an education of the
aristocracy in place of an education
of the democracy, that we are taking
a step backwards.
At this time, in closing, I want to
tell you that these few, brief remarks
that I have made here this morning,
in my humble way, are in no way in
sinuations against any man, and that
they are my honest convictions and I
have stated them because I believe
them, and I shall very greatly ap
preciate your support in this matter.
Gentlemen, I thank you. (Applause)
Mr. BARWISE of Bangor:
Mr.
Speaker, I feel just exactly as the
gentleman from Orono (Mr. Perkins)
feels, but I cannot agree with his
judgment. There is nothing that
arouses in the breast of any of us
such tender emotions as recalling our
days at school, recalling those happy,
rosy-tinted days when we were all
young, when the dew of life was still
glistening upon the fields of experi
ence. When I recall those things, when
I recall the needs of the institution, we
are all in the same frame of mind
that the gentleman from Orono (Mr.
Perkins) is in. I wish that we could
—I wish that we were financially able
to give more money, to appropriate
more’ money for the University of
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How Much Should I Give to Maine ?
to 15% of an individual’s tax
their devotion to the University.
In response to frequent re
able net income. ,
Men of small means can give
quests from all parts of the
more cheerfully, to the point of
country, the Memorial Fund
That the percentage cannot
sacrifice, when they know that
Committee has decided to issue
apply evenly to men of varying
the fellows of greater prosper
a table which will give a work
circumstances is evident. There
ity are doing the same, and the
ing basis for an answer to the
are two main factors that cause
latter can put their hearts and
question, “ How much should I
these variations: First, the num
their money into service the
give to Maine?”
more generously when they see
ber of dependents a man may
It must be distinctly under
that this represents the spirit of
have. Second, the form in which
stood that no attempt will be
Maine men everywhere.
his income is received; that is,
made to use this table as the
whether from salary, from fluc
Each man knows his own re
basis of an assessment or a levy,
tuating profits on a business,
sources and his own obligations,
but the question has been asked
from fixed income on invest
— he must decide for himself
so frequently and the desire for
the size of his con
guidance is so uni
tribution. No Maine
versal, that the Me
man will criticise
morial Fund Com
A schedule showing the minimum that a man might
another who does
mittee h a s f e l t
give on the basis of his income is shown herewith:
the best he can. No
obliged to meet the
Maine man desires
demand in a con
On incomes up to $5,000, 2% thereof per annum
that another im
crete way.
for 5 yrs.
properly
overbur
The schedule was
den himself by his
arrived at after a
On incomes of $5,000 and up to $7,500, 3% thereof
subscription. If any
careful study of the
Maine man were to
various factors gov
per annum for 5 yrs.
erning the raising
lay down the rule
o f t h e Memorial
by which another
On incomes of $7,500 and up to $10,000, 4% thereof
Fund.' It is recog-'
would be governed
per annum for 5 yrs.
nized that of the
in this matter, it
living persons who
might
well read
On incomes of $10,000 and over, 5% thereof per
have a t t e n d e d
“ With your con
annum for 5 yrs.
M a i n e a certain
science
as
your
proportion
cannot
guide, be generous
be reached by the
with Maine.”
ments, or from a combination
solicitors, yet everyone will be
To assure you that Maine
of these elements.
actuated by the desire to do all
men are proving their generos
in their power to make this Fund
ity to Maine read what Edward
These figures are put forth as
a success, and on that assump
E. Chase T3, chairman of the
the minimum contribution nec
tion, the schedule has been pre
committee for Region No. 4
essary to achieve the purpose of
pared.
(Cumberland County) says:
the campaign. Those who can
afford more should consider the
“At a meeting attended by
If the Fund is to be raised,
figures merely as a foundation
twelve of our Field Workers
this schedule must be main
on which to build their greater
last evening all subscribed to the
tained; either absolutely or in
gifts, remembering that there
Memorial Fund. The aggregate
the average. Maine men and
will be many a Maine man who,
amount subscribed by the twelve
women should help Maine in
though possessing the greatest
was $4,960.00.”
generous proportions to their
love of Maine, will find himself
This week the members of the
ability to help, if the ideals and
utterly unable to do his share
Memorial Fund Committee are
purposes of the University are
to the extent above indicated.
fulfilling their promise to make
to be perpetuated.
Maine men know that they
their personal subscriptions pri
have received something from
It must be remembered that
or to April 2nd. The first four
the higher the income the great
their University they would not
teen subscriptions totalled over
er the saving under the Hollis
part with at any price; let them
$15,000.00 and some members
Amendment on the income tax,
remember this in deciding upon
have expressed their intention
because of the increasing sur
the amount of their contribution
of increasing their pledges at an
tax. Under this Amendment
to Maine. The Memorial Fund
early date.
contributions to the Memorial
will be a failure, however much
Every loyal Maine man “ will
Fund, together with gifts to the
money may be raised, unless the
dig” till he knows in his own
Red Cross and other charitable
entire body of alumni partici
mind that he has done all he can
organizations, are deductible up
pates in it, as an evidence of
do in this Campaign.

A s the dollars roll in from now until June 9, Bananas V I,
the University of Maine bear mascot, will be busily
engaged in laying the bricks for the Gymnasium-Armory
Memorial building. W h e n you make your contribution,
you, too, will become a Bricklayer.

Think Big
This is no “ small change” cam
paign! Half a million dollars from
the alumni of the University of
Maine means that every Maine man
and woman must do his or her level
best in making his or her subscrip
tion. Each one must “ think big,”
“ talk big” and “ give big!”
The goal will never be reached if
Maine men and women think in terms
of tens of dollars!
The goal will never be reached if
Maine men and women say, “ Let
George do it !” Everyone subscribing
to his full ability will accomplish the
desired result!
There is no desire that any Maine
man or woman unduly overburden
himself or herself in making his or
her subscription, and to accomplish
the goal there is no need that anyone
go to that limit in subscribing, but
the man or woman who knows in
his or her own mind that he or she
is able to subscribe a thousand dol
lars and who subscribes less is not
“ playing the game,” and the person
who can give five hundred and gives
less is not “ playing the game!” In
this matter no one but the giver is
qualified or desires to judge when a
Maine man or woman is “ playing the
game!” It is a fact that there are
some who cannot give in as large
amounts as can others. That is a
self-evident fact! But there is no
one who is in a position so that he
can give nothing, and the person who
gives what he knows to be all that

he can give, has done his full duty,
whether his subscription be fifty
cents or fifty thousand dollars!
There is no question as to the re
sult of this Campaign because Maine
men and women are going to
“ THINK BIG,”— they are going to
“ play the game.”
There is no question about raising
this half million dollars because there
is no “ let George do it” spirit in the
blood of the men and women who
have trod the walks of Maine’s cam
pus!

Every Subscriber
a Worker
In this campaign, every Maine Man
has a double duty,— first, to make his
subscription; second, to assist in get
ting the other fellow to do likewise.
When the Worker has your sub
scription safely tucked away in his
pocket, don’t let him get away from
you. Take him by the arm and say,
“ Mr. Worker, you have my subscrip
tion but that represents only 50%
of my duty. I’m a 100% Maine man!
Now, I want to fulfill that other 50%.
I want to do as much as you or any
other fellow is doing for Maine. I’m
going to help you solicit the men you
have on your list.”
The fellow who does that is doing
his duty.

Real Facts
M. F. (“ Tot” ) McCarthy ’l l of
Waterville, Regional Chairman for
the soliciting work in northern
Kennebec County, at a recent meet
ing attended by some of his Workers,
brought forward some facts that are
to the point.
He said, “ It is twenty-three years
since the whole alumni body has been
even asked to act in concert in doing
something really big for the Uni
versity.
“ At that time there was an at
tempt to get the whole alumni body
to contribute for Alumni Hall but the
movement was not organized and as
a result a large majority of the
people who had attended Maine were
not approached with a request for a
contribution.
“ The result was that a compara
tively small amount was donated and
if it had not been for the fact that
President Harris was able to draw
on the funds appropriated by Legisla
ture, ho building would have been
constructed.
“ A vast majority of our alumni
have never been asked to make any
sacrifice and it is twenty-three years
since any of our alumni have been
asked, and I say that an alumni body
which has not been asked to do any
thing for twenty-three years is get
ting off pretty blamed easy. There
are few parallel cases in the history
of the college world.”
“ Tot” was hitting the nail on the
head every word he spoke.

The Origin
Extracts from the letter recently
sent to each president and secretary
of local associations describing- the
origin of the Memorial Fund cam
paign are here reprinted for the
benefit of those who are asked to
make contributions:
Presidents and Secretaries of
Local Associations:
The credit for presenting the idea
that the Alumni should raise a fund
for some specific purpose to do
something big, and also to show
everybody what the Alumni could do
for the University belongs to Alumni
Trustee Hosea Buck. It remains for
Colonel Strickland and President
Little to suggest that funds be raised
for a Gymnasium Armory War
Memorial.
At a meeting of the Penobscot
Valley Alumni Association, held in
Memorial Parlors in Bangor, Novem
ber 17, 1922, President Little crystalized the sentiment expressed by Trus
tee Buck, and put it fairly before the
hundred alumni present that it was
time that they made a great sacrifice
for the University.
A few days later, namely on the
19th day of November, the Alumni
Council, which is authorized to rep
resent the General Alumni Associa
tion in the interim between annual
meetings, met at Orono for the pur
pose of deciding whether or not the
Alumni would start the Memorial
Fund Campaign for a Gymnasium
Armory building, as suggested. It
was unanimously voted as follows:
“That we, acting for the General
Alumni Association, start a campaign
for a $500,000 memorial GymnasiumArmory building to be dedicated to
the forty-one men who gave their
lives in the World War.
“ Mr. Palmer made the motion that
a committee be appointed by the
chair to formulate a plan to raise the
funds and that this committee be
authorized to proceed with the cam
paign, three members of this commit
tee to be the president of the Alumni
Association, Mr. Stephens; the execu
tive secretary, Mr. Towner; and the
chairman of the executive committee
of the Alumni Council, Mr. Sutton.
“An amendment was offered by Mr.
Flynt and accepted. That the respon
sibility for raising the money for the
cost of the campaign be accepted by
the committee; the cost to be kept at
a minimum and a report of expendi
tures made to the General Alumni
Association.
“Unanimously carried.”
Mr. Stephens appointed the nucleus
of the committee to raise funds for
the memorial building to act with
Messrs, Stephens, ’99, Sutton, '09, and
Towner, ’14. They are as follows:
Roy H. Flynt, '04, C. Parker Crow
ell, ’98. Mrs. Mildred P. Wright, ’ll,
E. H. Kelley, '90, Hosea B. Buck, '93,
Wm. McC. Sawyer, ’01, (suggested as
chairman). Phil R. Hussey, '12, H. M.
Smith. ’93, H. P. Marsh, ’09, John
Oak. ’73, H. S. Boardman, '95, George
E. Thompson, ’91.
At this particular meeting it must
be said that Dr. Little was decidedly
enthusiastic in regard to raising a
$500,000 fund for a GymnasiumArmory. It also must be said that
every member there was decidedly in
To

favor of this proposition. Dr. Little
brought out the point that this was
the time above all other times for
the whole alumni body to do some
thing big for their University and
that nothing we could do would show
our loyalty as strongly as the raising
of funds for this proposed memorial.
The following day a meeting was
held in Bangor at the Chamber of
Commerce for the purpose of getting
Mr. Sawyer to accept the chairman
ship of this committee, and also to
acquaint the members of the commit
tee with the idea and to urge their
active co-operation. This was an en
thusiastic meeting and the opinion of
every member of the committee
present was that it was the greatest
thing that the alumni could possibly
do, that although it was a gigantic
task it could and would be done.
The next day certain members of
this appointed committee made ar
rangements at a bank in Bangor to
borrow up to $10,000 as the first step
towards the financing of this cam
paign.
Immediately the committee which
was appointed by Mr. Stephens by
authority of the Alumni Council, be
gan to function. This Memorial Fund
Committee has been working night
and day to put this thing across in
A No. 1 shape. We feel that it has
been put on a sound basis and so far
as we are able, we have put it across
to date to the very best of our ability.
We want your co-operation in the
minutest detail. We realize that be
ing Johnny-on-the-spot, we must
necessarily be in close touch with the
whole workings of the project, and
we ask that you put your trust, faith,
and your co-operation at our disposal
in just the same manner as we are
putting our trust, faith and co-opera
tion at the disposal of President
Little, the trustees of the University,
and our Alumni Council.
We believe that the above outline
will in a rough way explain how this
proposition started and how it is be
ing carried on.
Please give this wide publicity
among the members of your associa
tion. By doing this you will be help
ing to boost the memorial fund.
Faithfully yours,
MEMORIAL FUND COMMITTEE,
Wm. McC. Sawyer, Director.
Bangor, Maine, Feb. 10, 1923.

be instructed as to the part they were
to play in the Campaign. In each
case they were advised regarding the
Committee’s policy relative to stu
dent participation.
From time to time other students
approached- the Committee with simi
lar requests, and finally the Alumni
Relations Committee of the Student
Government sent its chairman for the
purpose of presenting the view of the
student body. He told the Memorial
Fund Committee that the under
graduates did not desire to be left
out, that they felt that in as much
as many of them would have the
opportunity to use the building be
fore graduating, while they all would
be numbered among the alumni be
fore the five year period of payment
of subscriptions was over, it was fair
to give them an opportunity to par
ticipate.
The Committee then decided to
change its policy in this matter but
the students were told that the mat
ter of organizing, objective, etc.,
would be left entirely in their hands.
Immediately the undergraduates
became active, a campaign! planned
and organization perfected. A mass
meeting was held in the Chapel and
Dr. Little and Alumni Secretary
Towner presented the facts regard
ing the Alumni Campaign. Probably
the Chapel never was called upon to
hold as large a number of people at
one time than attended this meeting.
The crowd was so great that some
students could get no nearer than
the hallway. Enthusiasm was ram
pant.
The undergraduates have set a
goal of $100,000!
They have ar
ranged for a holiday on April 4th and
on that date they propose to put on
an intensive campaign. They intend
that no student or member of the
faculty will be overlooked and de
clare that every person on the cam
pus will be a giver. Soliciting com
mittees have been appointed, both
From the very first the Memorial
for the students and for the faculty.
Fund Committee felt that the Cam
The climax of the day will come in
paign should be aimed only at the
the evening when a monster mass
alumni, alumnae, former students - meeting will be held in the Gymna
and friends of the University,— or in
sium for the purpose of hearing the
other words that “ The money for this
reports of the solicitors. It is under
building should come from those who
stood that the undergraduate com
have finished their undergraduate
mittee has planned a unique “ stunt”
days.”
as a part of the evening’s entertain
Early in December, as soon as the
ment but secrecy has been main
news of the proposed Memorial Fund
tained regarding this matter and all
Campaign became known on the
that can be learned is “ wait and see.”
campus, representatives of several
The alumni will “ step some” if
student organizations approached the
they follow the pace that has been
Committee with the request that they
set by the undergraduates.

$100,000 Goal
fo r Students

butions to the Memorial Fund. Subsequent contribu
tions will be announced as the campaign progresses
W atch for your name among the Bricklayers!

W h e n you make your contribution you will become
a Bricklayer. On this page in the next issue of this
A L U M N U S Supplement will appear the first contri

Benefit Whists
to Boost Fund
The “ Maine women” of Lewiston
and Auburn have started the ball
rolling in Region No. 3 (Androscog
gin County)— in fact it appears that
they have rather “ stolen a march”
on their men folk by raising the first
money from that Region for the
Memorial Fund.
The wives of several Maine men
co-operating with alumnae resident
in Lewiston and Auburn promoted a
benefit whist from which $100.00 was
realized for the Fund. Credit for
the success of the affair should be
given to the committee consisting of
Mrs. Weston B. Haskell (nee Paul
ine Derby, 1918), wife of Weston B.
Haskell, 1917, Mrs. Henry Turgeon,
wife of Henry Turgeon, 1920, and
Mrs. H. J. Cook, wife of “ Hod” Cook,
1910; and particularly to Mrs. F.
Owen Stephens, wife of F. Owen
Stephens, 1917, who opened her house
of Academy Street, Auburn, for the
two evenings’ entertainment.
On the first evening, Monday,
March 12th, only alumni and their
wives were present and this gave the
event a distinctly University of
Maine reunion atmosphere. On the
second evening, Tuesday, March 13th,
friends of the alumni were in at
tendance. Enjoyment ran high on
both occasions and over twenty tables
were filled on each evening.
Bananas VI, Maine’s mascot, on
being advised of this demonstration
of loyalty to Maine remarked,
“ That’s the old fight! Leave it to
Maine women to show the way in
this little old Campaign!”

From April 2
to June 9
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Bowdoin Prexy
Lauds Campaign
At a meeting of University of
Maine in Brunswick, Tuesday even
ing, March 20th, Pres. Kenneth M
Sills of Bowdoin was the principa.
speaker. The meeting was called by
Arad T. Barrows ’07 for the purpose
of acquainting the Maine alumni
resident in and around Brunswick
with the part they are to play in the
Memorial Fund Campaign, Mr. Barrows being the chairman of the loca
committee for that part of Region
No. 4 (Cumberland County).
Pres. Sills spoke concerning the
duty and responsibility of college men
toward their Alma Mater, he com
plimented the alumni of the Universi
ty for taking the initiative in the
matter of raising the Fund for a
Memorial Gymnasium-Armory, ex
pressed his keen interest in the Cam
paign, and said that his hope is that
as a result of this movement the Uni
versity will have a building of which
it may well be proud.
Plans were made for a meeting in
Brunswick at the Hotel Eagle early
in April, at which time the Sagada
hoc County Alumni Association will
be reorganized and further plans
made relative to carrying on the
Memorial Fund Campaign in that
region. Pres. Clarence C. Little will
be the speaker of the evening. Ow
ing to Dr. Little’s inability at this
time to definitely commit himself for
any engagement, no definite date has
been set for this meeting, but it is
thought certain that it will be held
the second week in April.

Help Bananas
Lay the Bricks

*
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Maine than what the University of
Maine has asked for. This Commit
tee on Education has labored long and
thoughtfully, almost prayerfully, over
this question. The University budget
calls for seven hundred and some odd
thousand, and six hundred and some
odd thousand dollars, a total of a lit
tle over thirteen hundred thousand.
We have allowed in our report $460,000 for the first year and $435,000 for
the second year, making a total of
$895,000 for the two years. The State
Budget Committee allowed very much
less, about $320,000 less than we have
allowed.
Now in making appropriations for
all State institutions, whether
the
University of Maine or any other
State institution, we have been this
year, all of us, "between the devil and
the deep sea." We have been be
tween the pressing needs of the in
stitution and a frightful patchwork
on the other side. Now, of course, it
may be said in an emotional way that
we ought not consider dollars and
cents as against education, but in
running the State of Maine in a
sober, serious frame of mind, we
must consider the question of dollars
and cents; we must consider the tax
rate. You all know about that body
of men that some wits of the Legis
lature have referred to as "the council
of elder statesmen,” that is composed
of the Appropriations and Financial
Affairs Committee of the Senate and
the House chairman of all the com
mittees carrying large amounts
of
money. You all know about their
meetings in the last few days, and
how we have attempted to take a
comprehensive view of the financial
outlook. Every committee has come
in here, and all the Senate amend
ments, cutting down their appropria
tions in the last few days, and some
of them cutting them right in two.
We were facing a frightful financial
outlook ten days ago when
this
"Council of Elder Statesmen”
was
formed.
Now we, are not considering—and I
do not wish any one to think that I
am saying that we do not need every
dollar of the money asked for by the
University of Maine original bill. We
need the money; that is clear. But we
have not the financial ability to grant
it at the present time without a per
fectly ruinous tax rate. Thirteen hun
dred thousand dollars would mean, add
ed to the tax rate, that we have some
thing that would be at least a political
suicide, if not an economic suicide in
the State of Maine.
Something has been said about cut
ting down the university.
We have
gone into that very carefully. There
are those in the State who believe in
materially cutting down the siez of
the student body. The education com
mittee does not, and we do not in this
report believe that the student body
will be cut down by this report beyond
what the authorities of the university
contemplate in raising the standards.
We believe, in other words, that when
we grant $300,000 a year for mainte
nance, as we do in our report, as
against $383,000 asked for by the uni
versity, that we shall have taken care
of all students that come to the uni
versity that will have a sufficiently
high examination next fall to get in.
We think that the raising of the standard which the university authorities
contemplate will eliminate 150 or 200
students, so that we can take care of
the rest of them on the $300,000 a year.
Now, there may be some difference
of opinion as to how much it would
cost to restore these buildings. They
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are in a deplorable condition. , The con
tractors who figured on the amount fig
ured that it would cost $147,000 to re
store the buildings, not mentioning
anything about any new building, but
restoring the present buildings. We
made a careful examination. The com
mittee visited the grounds, went over
everything, visited every room, and we
feel that the thing can substantially be
done on the $125,000 which we granted.
We have cut the $147,000 down to
$125,000, which is $75,000 for the first
year and $50,000 for the second year.
When we come to the question of
new buildings at the university, there
is a crying need for dormitories.
Seventy-five girls were turned away
last fall and many more will be turned
away next fall, because there is no
place to put them. Now in the case of
that crying need we have felt that we
could not allow anything for dormi
tories, that we must take our choice
of what we are going to do under the
present financial circumstances.
Sc
we cut out dormitories.
We also cut
out the dairy building—the old dairy
building is in a disgraceful condition—
but we have cut that out. We have
cut out the greenhouses.
We have
recommended $85,000 a year, for two
years, or $170,000 for a building for
the College of Arts and Sciences, as
against $220,000 which the architect
thought it would cost to build. We
have allowed $170,000 divided equally
between the two years.
Now the greatest need of the univer
sity at the present time, as pressing as
all the needs are, is a decent building
for the College of Arts and Sciences.
In the old dwelling house in which
they are now quartered, the water runs
down through the roof and the parti
tions are made between one room and
another with little, thin boards, so
that you can hear the recitations going
on in two or three different rooms at
the same time.
The conditions are
crowded, there is practically no venti
lation, it is a deplorable condition for
the largest college of the university.
You have seen some suggestions, left
on your desks from various sources,
that the College of Arts and Sciences
might well be reduced, that it was
rather superfluous in this sort of an in
stitution. Gentlemen, let me make it
clear to you that the ,College of Arts
and Sciences at the University of
Maine is now the biggest and has al
ways been the biggest department of
the whole university. In spite of the
University of Maine being distinctive
ly a technical school, from which men
have gone all over the country into
prominent positions, nevertheless the
classics, history, philosophy, the lan
guages, those things which go to make
up a cultured man, have been studied
by more students at the University of
Maine, than any other course, during
all the years from the beginning down
to now.
Now a suggestion was made in a
pamphlet which I saw here a while ago,
that in a technical school it was hardly
necessary to have a college of arts and
sciences. That is a total misapprehen
sion of the whole situation. A boy or
girl comes to the University of Maine
to take a course in biology, or psychol
ogy, or one of the electrical courses,
and along with those studies this stu
dent wishes to have some of the cul
tural things of life.
some of the
things that make life sweet. So, every
student in the technical branches
takes, more or less, courses in the Col
lege of Arts and Sciences along with
his other work, so that the College of
Arts and Sciences is not a distinct
school made up of students who just
stay there and do nothing else in the
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university, but probably more than
two-thirds of the students are taking
other courses and incidentally some of
these courses of the College of Arts
and Sciences.
The committee believes this to be the
most pressing of any of the needs, out
side of the repairs and maintenance,
and if you will notice, from my ramb
ling remarks, we have only made three
items. We made an item for mainte
nance, an item for repairs and this
item for one new structure. And, as I
say, if I listened to the dictates of my
heart I should agree entirely with Mr.
Perkins, but if I shake my head and stop
to think of the present financial situa
tion, I can not but hope that this
House will stand by the committee and
by a figure which I believe, and which
I am assured by some of the members
of the “Council of Elder Statesmen”
will go by the other end. of the Capi
tol, while the other amount will not.
Mr. GARDINER of Gardiner:
Mr.
Speaker and gentlemen: I hope that
the motion of the gentleman from
Orono, Mr. Perkins, will prevail, and
I believe that if it does and we have
before us the bill, we will be in a bet
ter position to do our duty in this
matter.
I do not want to ask the indulgence
of the House for too long a time, but
I would like to ask indulgence for a
few moments while I make some ob
servations about a subject that I con
fess to be somewhat ignorant of, and
that is the subject of the science of
education. I know little of the science
of education, but I have had occa
sion to observe in many ways the
value of education. We are concern
ed, for the purposes of this discus
sion, with the value of a college edu
cation, and in that connection I think
that we cannot contrast the value of
a college education with no college
education, but we must consider also
the third class, and that is, what is
the comparative value of a secondrate college education.
Now a second-rate college educa
tion may sometimes be obtained by a
boy or girl through their own neglect
to apply themselves to their studies,
and a second-rate college education
may sometimes be obtained through
lack of funds at the University, which
gives that education.
I think we
should be careful that no act of
ours should give the boys and girls of
the State of Maine an inferior college
education because I think that the
person who has an inferior college
education is in a far worse situation
than anybody who has no college ed
ucation. A college education of itself
is not a particularly good test for it
is the character
that is back
of
that education that is the real test of
the fitness of a man or woman for the
tasks of the world.
Part of my observation as to the
value of education was obtained in
the service and I had some small re
sponsibilities
about recommending
boys for training camps or minor
positions in the army.
I came to
realize the importance then of the
first-class training as a part of the
general equipment for the service of
the world. I am not a militarist but
I believe it is one of the functions of
government to take care that the
youth of the country are so trained
that they may be of the greatest ser
vice to the country in her greatest
need. I told you that I had no knowl
edge of the science of education but I
would call—
(At this: point, a communication
was received
from the Senate,
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‘ through its Secretary, proposing a
joint convention of both branches of
the Legislature forthwith in the hall
of the House of Representatives for
the purpose of listening to an address
by the Honorable W. W. Husband,
Commissioner-General of the Depart
ment of Immigration.)
Mr. GARDINER, continuing:
I
told you, gentlemen, that I had no
particular knowledge of the science
of education, and the word that I
want to leave with you is that where
my ignorace begins, I have a man
whom I am willing to follow and that
man is the new President of the
University. (Applause.)
Mr. CURTIS of Brewer: Mr. Speak
er, and members of the 81st Legisla
ture: I want in a few words to sec
ond the motion of the gentleman from
Orono, Mr. Perkins. I would not feel
as though I had done my duty if I
came here to this Legislature and
went home to my people and said
that I had done anything in the least
to place a ban upon the University of
Maine, one of our best institutions, a
large institution and one that we
should support in every way we can.
I would not want to go home and say
to my neighbor’s boy that you cannot
go to college next fall because the
Maine Legislature has not appro
priated money enough t o run the
University of Maine.
Now the University has one of the
best boards of trustees that it ever
had. They
carefully prepared
a
budget and in that budget they
showed identically and exactly the
figures that they had got to have to
put the University on the basis where
it was in 1915. They asked for noth
ing more. In the last few years the
University has been goin g behind.
Its buildings have been tumbling
down and every Legislature has said,
“Let’s wait, let’s put it over.”
Now
we have let things go just as long as
we can. Representative Barwise
thought the estimates for repairs, if
I understood him correctly, were
$147,000, and he says that he thinks
they can be made for 125,000. Now
these estimates were made by some
of the best contractors there are in
the State of Maine. Did you ever
know a contractor to make an esti
mate and have it done for any less?
You have had your building repaired,
I have had mine repaired; and I have
had contractors tell me what I have
got to spend, and I have never seen
the time that they figured anywhere
near what it cost. If the contractors
say that it will cost $147,000, how in
Heaven’s name do you expect it to be
done for $125,000.
In the Augusta House lobby this
morning I heard it said that Presi
dent Little was here, and that he was
before the public too much, and that
he ought not to be here, that he
ought to be back in Orono. I am
glad that we have a man as president
of that University who is before the
public. He is just the man we need
and the man we want to keep there.
If he has to come here and tell us
what is needed, then let him come.
You would think sometimes when you
hear what is being said that he has
been here all the session. I know
better and you know better. He has
been two or three times, made brief
stops and gone home. Gentlemen,
give the University of Maine the
amount of money it needs and you
will not see the president and the
board of trustees here, asking for
money each year. (Applause.)
Mr. HOLMES of Lewiston: Mr.
Speaker, just a word. I wish to say
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that I heartily and sincerely endorse
every word said by the gentleman
from Orono, Mr. Perkins, and I be
lieve that he need have no fear of the
views of the people of Maine on this
question. I think we all know that
the American people will make any
sacrifice for education. I listened to
the remarks of the gentleman from
Bangor, Mr. Barwise, and I was par
ticularly struck by an expression
which he used to the effect that it
might be political suicide to have
the appropriation called for in the
original bill. If that remark means
anything, it means that the dominant
political party would commit politi
cal suicide. I wish to say that I am
not a member of that party, I am a
member of the Democratic party;
but if the Republican party will com
mit political suicide in that way, I
wish as a Democrat to volunteer to
go down to political destruction with
them. (Applause.)
( D r . L i t t l e ’s Reply C ontinued)

2. He mentions
that the
total
amount raised by the State in sup
port of schools was. in 1922. $2,125,844.04, the appropriation for the uni
versity being $277,300.38. He then
remarks “these figures and this sit
uation require no comment.” The
fact, howeer, that there is being spent
in the State in the present year $8,900,000 for education should be borne
in mind rather than the figure which
he gives. He has made the school
item appear as small as possible and
the university item, by the adding of
various sub-items, as large as pos
sible in order to provide the type of
comparison that he desires.
3. I n -making h is “State aid co m 
parisons he uses private institutions,
having previously admitted that the
university is for all practical pur
poses a State institution. The logic
of this action on his part is difficult
to discover.
4. After having stated to me in a
letter of October 18, 1922 “it would
hardly be wise to limit the size of the
university by statute,” he now pro
poses exactly this move. Aside from
the educational absurdity of denying
the opportunity of attending the
State University to those boys and
girls of the State who morally and
intellectually are fitted to profit by
it. the contradiction of his own state
ment is one example of why the trus
tees and I have found it difficult to
reach any co-operative agreement
such as he sighs for.
5. He further shows a rather re
markable ignorance of even the
commonest principles underlying the
University by comparing the cost of
instructing the students in Bates,
Bowdoin and Colby, all of them col
leges of Liberal Arts, with the cost
per student at the University of
Maine where more than half of the
students are members of the colleges
of either Technology or Agriculture
Anybody with even a smattering of
information concerning the organ
ization of
University
instruction
should know that the cost per stu
dent in colleges of the technical type
is uniformly higher because of equip
ment and specialized instruction
than it is in a college of Liberal
Arts. This is another example of why
cooperation has been difficult.
6. The proposed treatment of outof-State students beside being nar
row and unneighborly in the highest
degree as compared with the treat-
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ment of Maine students by all the
other New England States would in
addition make it impossible for a
boy o r a girl born and bred in the
State of Maine or coming from State
of Maine people, not residing in the
State, to obtain his ducation in the
University of
aine without paying
approximately twice what he would
have to pay to attend the other
Maine colleges. If this is encour
agement by the State of Maine for
young men and women to come to it
and to remain within its borders, I
fail to see it.
7. The statement that the institu
tion has actually lived within the ap
propriation that the State made for it
two years ago should be supplement
ed by a statement that the Governor
has received both from the President
of the Board of Trustees and from me
some months ago letters calling his
attention to the fact that this saving
was only apparent and that it ap
peared on the books as a result se
verely handicapping the quality of
instructions given to the boys and—
girls of the University. Failure to
mention this fact is a part truth and
does not do the situation justice.
8. The lack of college spirit is be
moaned and no reference whatever,
other than a slurring one, is made to
the present activity of the alumni and
friends of the institution in preparing
to raise a fund of $500,000.00 for a
memorial to the students and alumni
of the University who gave their
lives in the World war. Common
courtesy or at least a desire to in
crease this college spirit might have
suggested to the Governor the value
of recognizing what activity has al
ready been started in this direction.
9. If the foregoing was not suf
ficient to decrease rather than in
crease college spirit the appointment
of four new trustees by the Governor,
with the consent of the Council, and
the statement that the University
“should start its career unhampered
by any traditions of the past,”
shows such a complete lack of the
qualities that underly college spirit
that the pronouncements on this
subject have almost equal weight
with the profound requirements of
education suggested above.
The
proposed treatment of the Trustees
would be a subtle way of handing
over to Governor Baxter the control
of the Board and from this it is easy
to see who he considers to be the
persons, or perhaps better person,
who have “at heart its future wel
fare.”
To follow his financial suggestions
would mean a disaster to the Univer
sity. To follow his administrative
suggestions would mean decrease
rather than increase of interest on
the part of the alumni, and to follow
his educational suggestions, including
the limitations of the number of stu
dents, would make the University of
Maine and the State of Maine
marked and a laughing stock to any
one who took the trouble to consider
its situation. I know of no better
document than the Governor’s mes
sage which follows, as he says his
most earnest and careful considera
tion of the situation to bring out the
need for those of us whose efforts
are being given to the safeguarding
of the interests of the boys and girls
of the State of Maine to take up as
we have and to hold to even in the
face of pressure a course which we
know will give the boys and girls
what they as future citizens of the
State deserve.

